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The Elders, and — of t 
Aulcefter, Bewdley, : Bengeworth, Birmingham, Bourton and Stow, Bridge- 
with, Bromſgrove, Heoknorton, Leominffer, Perſhore, Ujtin, T ewkeſbury, 
Warwick, and Worceſter, met in Affociation- at Bengewirth, maintain» 
ing the great Doctrines of Three egual Perſons in the Godhead; Eternal, 
and Perſonal Election; The Original Guilt, and Depravity of Mantiud; 
bartieula Redemption; Free Juſtification y the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
big; « Efficacious Grace in — j and, 7 he 0 nn 
e e | i 


n die keipcküire Chorches done) by deem with Fain Mn: 
and Peace from Gov, the F CATERER,” and from our Lonp 5 


" SY , * 


Dear ind honard Brechren, 78 e ; > 


as 
werfe . eee. 


1 of civil Society, give us Ts on this -oblit Occaſion,” t to 
d you of that moſt kind, and fignal Providence, which has of late fo 
diſinguiſb d our Land. While many otber Nations are viſited with 
tlamilties of Mar, exhauſted, depopulated, and almoſt turn u into a Deſurt, 
untry ſiniles in Peace, - and-remarkable Plenty within all her Borders. 
Gon, by an awful and ſudden Stroke! hath remoy'd our late venerable 


cb, who was, for many Years, a Bleſſing to theſe Realms; yet it hath 


Him to alleviate” our Sorrow, and repair. that Leſs in the Par ſan of 


everal Baß Churches at. = ET 


* 


elent auguſt Sovereign; z under whoſe Government we have a pleaſing 


ct, that we hall enjoy our many Privileges, and traii/mit them un- 
d to o Poſterity, - And, tho* another important, | and well diſpos d 

of the Leęiſlature, has been in Courſe diſſolv'd; yet, from the 
s that have been made in the ſeveral Parts of the Couatry, we have 
Neaſon to hope, that the eee. Parliament will be a 14% patriot, 


1! diſpobd than che paft. To theſe Things, we may add the mary 


3:cceſſes with which it hath pleaſed God to diftinguiſh our Arms, 


ole of our Ales in A che en . the ie preſent War; by which 
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our late proud, and obſtinate Enemies have been diſappointed, and are 
oblig*d 2 court our Favor, to beg that Peace, which, not long ſince, t 
haughtily rejected: That Peace, which we have long deſir'd as a Bleff 
from Gop, and which, we hope, will ſoon be concluded in a Ma 
honorable to Him, and profitable to us. Theſe Things, Dear Breth 
call for ſpecial Ack e for the moſt zealous Returns of Gr 
tude and Praiſel— But, alas! As the Miniſters of ChRIS＋H and the Meſſy 
of the Churches, we are ſorry to tell you, that while our temporal and 
Concernments are ſo proſperous, our ſpiritual and religious Affairs ſeem 
be greatly on the Decline: The Accounts we have from the ſeveral-Chure 
zoo ſenſibly confirm the melancholy Truth. Death, that inſatiate Deſtrg 
of Mankind, hath made more Places empty by many, the paſt J. 
than are yet fill'd with real Converts to Gop. Zion mourns, and is deſol 
Jet her groaus reach our Ears, and affect our Hearts Many} 
Deęſires, indeel, are expreſs'd by the Churches we repreſent, De/ires ꝗ 
more of the Lije of Gop in the Soul: But, alas! We fear theſe Deſires 
ſcarcely worthy, of the Name: Were they genuine and ardent, the Bleſl 
defir'd wou'd be half enjoyd. To ſtir up the languid Flame of a f 
Deſire, give 1is Leave to addreſs you, with a warmth and Solemnity ſu 
to the Importance of the Subject, and recommend to you ſome of the 
animating Traths, and neceſſary Duties of our holy Religion. 


Cons iD ER the diſtinguiſhing Grace of God, ſo gloriouſly diſplay'd in 
Goſpel of His Son. The early Choice He made of you to be His Peoy 
Ho the Thoaghts of His Heart to you-were Love, even while you yet c 
tinued in Enmity, and Rebellion againſt Him: Call to mind how the L 
of Gop was tnagnified in the Gift of His own Son to become incarnate, 
ſuffer, and dit in the Fleſh for your Souls: How the Word of His Gr 
and the all. atiatening Voice of His Spirit, reach'd your Hearts, and c 
you out of Darkneſs into His marvellous Light: Reſcu'd your Souls f 
the Power of Sin, the Slavery of the Devil, and brought you into 
joyful Liberty | of the Sons of Gop : That being redeem'd, and brou 
nigh by the Blood of ChRIST, you are no longer Strangers and Fore:yn 
but fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houſehold of Gop : Deiive 
from the Power, and the Fear of Death, you may rejoice in Hope 
eternal Life, which 2 Gop, Who cannot lie, hath promis'd to you in CAA 
Jzsvs : That you have a great and glorious high Prieft, Who is enter'd 
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the Preſence of Gop for you, and there lives for ever, and becauſe Hs 
lives you ſhall live alſo! O the amazing Privileges! O the blefled Hope 
Jof a Chriſtian | Having, Dear Brethren, this Hope in you, purifie your- 

ſelves even as year Gop is pure; i. e. attend to thoſe Means which Gop hath 
graciouſly appointed you for that Purpoſe: or, in other Words, fill up 
the great, the comfortable Duties, of the Chriſtian Proteſlign. | 


Ir you value the Peace, the Life of your Souls, attend to the Ordinances 
of God. You have a Name, and a Place in His Houſe, value it, and never 
ſuffer that Place to be empty. Devote the Sabbath, the whale of the Sabbath 
to the ſervice of Gor. Say, in the Morning, O Los, taou ſhalt hear my 
Voice in Ty Sanctuary, and in the Evening I will not be ſilent there. 


Lr Prayer, one of the moſt extenſive and important Duties of a Chriſ- 
tian, let Prayer in all its Branches be your conſtant Imploy. Shall thoſe 
who have immortal Souls capable of holding Converſe with Gop, and who 
have a Gop ever ready to converſe with them, neglect that great, that moſt 
delightful Intercourſe, and be Strangers to their Cloſets, and their Gop ? 


SHALL the Maſters of Families, who have the Care perhaps of many Souls 
committed to them, who have not only Servants, but Children too, who are 
dear to them as their own Souls, ſhall ;ho/e, whom Gov hath appointed as 
Priefts in their own Houſes, neglect the Duties of that ſacred Appointment ? 
Gop forbid, but that they ſhou'd erect an Altar to the Honor of His Name, 
and offer up Morning and Evening Sacrifice upon it, holy, and acceptable 
to Gop, thro' CHRIST, the great high Prieſt of our Profeſſion. ; 


And here, dear Brethren, we muſt not forget to charge you, that in all 
theſe moſt ſolemn Tranſactions, you content not yourſelves, with the 
gerternal Form, without the internal Life, and Power of Godlineſs. O let 
not your Attendance in the Houſe of Gop, let not your Addreſſes to the 
Throne of Gop degenerate into Formality. Remember, that tho? Man may 
look to the outfide Appearance, Gop ever looketh to the Heart. Be not 
gcherefore contented till you find your Hearts engaged with Gon. | 


Take heed, that you do not ſuffer a wordiy, carnal Spirii to draw of your 
Attention from the infinite Concerns of Eternity. Tho you ought to take 2 
prudent Care for the things of this Life, yet ſuffer them not, by any Means, 
© come into Competition with the more exalted. Enjoyments of the Life to 
ane. As you Name the Name of CRRISsT, you depart jrom Iniquity, let 
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that others may he led by your Example to glorifie Gop. 


commend you to Gon, Who is able to keep you from falling; and 10 4 
Mord, the rich Word of His Grace, which is profitable for Reproof, 0 
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not this ſuffice you: 0 Convince the Wotld that you have been with Jus us 
and let your whole Converſation. on Earth ſavour ſo much of Heaven 


AnD now, what ſhall we ſay more, but in the moſt affefionatt Marn 


c 


Correction, for Comfort, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs that you m 
be perfect thoroughly furniſn'd to every good Work; Ele Ju: SU 
the Author, and finiſher of your Faith and Courſe; * 


Tris, we truſt, 'ſhall be the conſtant, the fervent: e of thoſe, w 
think it an 1 880 to ane Jo, ang to ſubſcribe durſetves e Ry 


* 1 * our Nam i In 
| 2 85 Canis Ixsus 
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Minutes of the {Mbciation.. 1 I nt; 09 6 ABBA 7-228 


Ox T veſday Fvening the 8 * dt. W I Time wi 
oy'd in Pra er, the Letters from the Churches read, their ante 


deſir d to dra i * 18 n . 
* dachte 1 TY on a Wellndfday + 5 wa by 2 Th Fran 


and Bro, Ah fol ow'd in Prayer, Bro: Thomas. preach'd from Eph. 3— 

Bra. . bd Bro. N A EEE d from 2. Cor. Er ee Bt 

2224 5 * in Prayer. The ſame 4d che the circular Letter v 
reit and Prayer concluded dhe hole Solemnity. 
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Whitſun Week af the Mantborou gh's Hind. Ma eſis. "Order and * 
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